THE EXTRA POINT

BY JERRY ROBERTS

#50 Somewhere Over the Rainbow

Do you ever get bored with your job and start to
wonder if maybe there’s something better out
there? I'm Jerry Roberts and let’s see how green
that other grass is, today on The Extra Point.

Somewhere, over the rainbow

Skies are blue

And the dreams that you dare to dream
really do come true

You might recognize that lyric from the song
made famous by Judy Garland in The Wizard
of Oz.

In the movie young Dorothy was bored with
farm life and just knew there was a better life
waiting for her, somewhere, out there.

A lot of people in the workplace see their job
and career that way. What they have is, well,
good...but they meet people who seem
happier, more fulfilled, making more money,
having a great time. Human nature being what
it is, they begin to compare their job with the
other person’s job. I’ve been guilty of that.

| was young and worked in a team that
cleaned and serviced a large fleet of vehicles
for a major employer. We got paid the least of
just about anybody, got sweaty and dirty
every day — but | have to admit we had fun.
And the boss was one of the two best | ever
had. A prince of a guy.

One day | met a company courier. He drove
around in a shiny new van, wore casual
clothes, and said he had an awesome time
delivering the inter-departmental mail and
other things one office would send to another.
He said, “Hey man, | grab my food on the go,
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meet girls all up and down my route, and zip
around with the radio blasting. You ought to
think about transferring over.”

The way he described his job it seemed like
my “over the rainbow” could be close at
hand, and the more | compared his job to
mine, what | had didn’t seem good at all. It
wasn’t long before | heard there was an
opening and | requested the transfer.

At first it was all the guy had said and | loved it.
| was making more money, too. However, the
new boss was a serious micro manager and he
nitpicked about everything. Little by little, the
joy was sucked out of that job and some days |
found myself wishing I’d never walked away
from that dirty work and terrific boss.

If you tend to compare what you’ve got going
with that of a friend or family member, that’s
fine. My only advice is this: before you
consider leaving your current job, find out as
much as you possibly can about the new
employer you’re considering. Talk to current
and former employees if you can, asking
every question you can think of. Then,
compare again and see where you stand.
What you have now may end up looking
pretty good.

That’s The Extra Point. Get out there and make
something good happen today. For 93.3, I'm
Jerry Roberts.
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