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#29 Everybody Needs Praise

The topic is praise and I’'m going to approach
it a little differently than maybe you’ve heard it
before. I'm Jerry Roberts and that’s right now
on The Extra Point.

I’'m at the cash register in the Micronesia Mall
Payless when a man tells me he likes listening
to this feature you and | share, every day on
The Point, hosted by Mr. Gibson.

His name is Darrell (maybe Darryl?) and |
thanked him for his kindness as we talked for
a couple of minutes. Seemed like a nice guy
and | walked away glad | met him, and hoping
that his boss is the type who likes to hand out
praises, just like Darrell did.

When | got to my car | began to scribble down
notes and you’re now hearing what | wrote.

If you’re a supervisor of anyone, make sure
that everybody is recognized and praised for
their positive attitude and accomplishments. It
doesn’t have to be a big deal for you to make
a big deal out of it.

Now let me flip the coin, can a worker praise
his/her boss? Absolutely, but just be ready to
revive them if they pass out from shock. It
doesn’t happen very often. Most employees
don’t think they have the right, or position to
praise their supervisor or leader.

You certainly do and I'll tell you this: If you
praise your boss it will have impact. | know
leaders who vividly remember the few times
they’ve received recognition by members of
their team.

And if you’ve got a boss who isn’t so good at
praising, you do it first and show them how.
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Let’s take it further. Parents should praise their
kids all the time. Build ‘em up. Catch them
doing something right instead of focusing on
the negative. But can children praise parents?
Sure. More important, you’ll be teaching them
to be a parent who praises his/her children.

And speaking of parents, for those adults who
are so blessed to have theirs still here, when’s
the last time you said, “Mom, Dad, it’s been
too many years since | told you this, but thank
you for all you did for me. Understanding my
craziness, covering my mistakes, loving me
when | wasn’t so lovable. Being there. Always,
being there.” Do it today. A lot of us would
give anything if we could only have one more
chance to do that. Don’t wait.

And if you praise your parents in front of your
kids, then you’ll be hitting a huge homerun,
because that example will be burned into their
hearts, and maybe one day they’ll replicate
that experience with your grandchildren, when
they come to visit you.

So who needs praise? Everybody. Workers
and bosses, students and teachers, believers
and pastors and priests, children and parents,
brothers and sisters, friends, people who give
us service.

Hey Darrell, over there at Payless...thanks
buddy. | needed that.

That’s The Extra Point. Get out there and

make something good happen today. For
93.3, I’'m Jerry Roberts.
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For information on training and consulting

services from Jerry Roberts, please click this
link: guamtraining.com
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