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#22 The Art and Science of Reinventing Yourself

It was a horrible political blunder and it
seemingly buried a promising national career.
Yet, it didn’t turn out that way. I'm Jerry
Roberts and coming next, the art and science
of reinventing yourself, on The Extra Point.

Bill Clinton, then governor of Arkansas and a
rising star in the Democratic Party, was
chosen to speak for 15 minutes on policy
before endorsing Michael Dukakis as their
1988 presidential candidate. Instead, he spoke
for 33 minutes and was actually booed.

It was a bad moment. Clinton’s first chance on
the national stage was a disaster. The
commentary and jokes in the aftermath made
it seem that he had torpedoed his budding
political career.

Yet, four years later Bill Clinton took the oath
as 42nd president of the United States. How
did he go from ridicule to the White House?

With a couple of late night talk show
appearances and being able to laugh at
himself.

A week later he appeared on NBC’s The
Tonight Show, where careers were routinely
made or propelled by a single visit with
Johnny Carson. The two men hit it off and
after joking about the speech with Carson,
Clinton played the saxophone with the band.

While it wasn’t great by any means I'm
thinking, “This guy’s got guts, playing with
musicians of this quality.” And he knew people
would think that.

It was a huge success. He also appeared on
the trendy Arsenio Hall show, again played the
sax, and fielded a wide range of questions that
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made him appear to be knowledgeable, a
straight talker, and ready to bring about
change.

The two appearances put a different face on
Clinton’s image and campaign, helping him
build momentum that would lead to victory.

The science of Clinton’s reinvention was
understanding that people are basically willing
to forgive a mistake if you’re upfront about it
and come off as a reasonable person. Clinton
had all of that covered.

The art was how he carried himself, how he
laughed at his own shortcomings. And he was
always positive, always uplifting.

From the object of non-stop jokes to sitting in
the Oval Office in four years. Now, that is
reinvention.

So what can we learn from this?

That an honest mistake, even one made in
front of millions on TV, doesn’t necessarily
lead to total ruination. You can bounce back.

People do all the time. They bounce back from
failed careers, failed businesses, bad publicity,
bad judgment, hard times. If that’s where you
are, you can do it.

That’s The Extra Point. Get out there and

make something good happen today. For
93.3, I'm Jerry Roberts.

#iH

For information on training and consulting

services from Jerry Roberts, please click this
link: guamtraining.com

GUAM TRAINING

Listen to The Extra Point at 7:15 a.m. on The Ray Gibson Show — 93.3 fm ThePoint.qu


http://thepoint.gu

