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The Extra Point  
by Jerry Roberts

# 76      Giggling at the Boss’s Misfortune   
Bad boss jokes…stories of a boss going 
through a particular misfortune…why do we 
like those? I’m Jerry Roberts and today we 
admit we like it when the boss gets dumped 
on. That’s right now, on The Extra Point.


A few days ago Ray Gibson told a story of a 
guy who won $125 million in a lottery, quit his 
job, and then to get back at his former boss 
for being a jerk, had $225,000 of cow manure 
dumped on his lawn.


A lot of people in Guam heard the story and 
got a kick out of it, as well as millions more 
across the country who picked it up through 
radio, newspapers, blogs, and social media. 


Ray is one of my favorite people and I don’t 
want to disappoint him, but the story was a 
fake, a hoax, put out by a satirical website, 
The World News Daily Report. I checked it on 
snopes.com. An absolute made up event, and 
we bought it big time. Why? Because we 
wanted to. Many of us have had bosses who 
mistreated us — maybe you’ve got one now 
who does — and is it possible that we secretly 
wished those tons of manure had ended up on 
his/her lawn? Oh, the smell…oh, how mad the 
boss would be…oh, life is good.


I’ve got a quick story. I once went to work for 
a company back in the mainland and the 
owner was a brilliant guy, and great salesman. 
I wanted to learn from the man.


I was one of his regional managers and on the 
job for maybe a month when he came to town 
and took us all out to a casual dinner. About 
20 people. He began poking fun at me, first 
light stuff, but it kept coming, and kept 
coming. I was the butt of his jokes all night.


The boss thought he was funny and a couple 
of his jokes were good and I laughed, too. But 
he didn’t know when to stop. I was also new 
and I certainly wasn’t going to answer back 

with anything that was demeaning to him in 
front of the team. So it was one-sided and he 
just poured it on.


By the end of the dinner, several of my team 
members were very uncomfortable. The next 
morning some came to me and told me so. I 
thanked them and responded that we were all 
just having fun and, “He’s a good guy.” 


They weren’t so sure and frankly, I wasn’t 
either. If it was meant to be a team building 
exercise, it didn’t feel like it. A couple of 
months later he did the same thing at a 
national conference, running me down while 
talking to the number one customer in my 
area. 


I was stunned, and when I got home I began 
to look for another place to work.


If you’re a supervisor and you tend to be a bit 
of a jerk at times, and you know it — just stop 
it. Not because you worry about coming home 
to a lawn full of manure, but because your 
workers don’t need to put up with stuff like that. 
The workplace can be fun and we all like to get 
some laughs on the job. If you fancy yourself a 
comedian and if you’re going to tell jokes about 
others, be sure you know your people very well 
— and be sure they understand that it’s okay 
for them to come back at you with their jokes. 
Don’t be a bully. Be willing to take it as well as 
dish it out. People respect and respond to a 
leader like that. 


That’s The Extra Point. Get out there and 
make something good happen today. For 
93.3, I’m Jerry Roberts. 
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For information on training and consulting 
services from Jerry Roberts, please click this 
link:  guamtraining.com 
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